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Domestically, the adverse impacts of climate change will also hit the poor and people of
color harder. Global warming is likely to result in a significant increase in the frequency
and severity of heat waves. It will also lead to more unhealthy air and associated asthma
and respiratory illnesses, since hotter days lead to more smog. In this country, African-
Americans are twice as likely to die in a heat wave 8 and three times more likely to die
from asthma than whites. 9 African-American children and low-income children have the
highest incidence of asthma in the United States. 10

These disproportionate effects will be experienced in California as well. The state already
has the worst smog in the country, 11 and the highest number of people with asthma, an
estimated 3.9 million people. 12 Global warming's impacts also will pose major threats to
sectors of the California economy employing large numbers of poor people and people of
color -- such as agriculture and tourism- due to crop losses, drought and flooding. 13
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